Fellow  Citi  sens  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia : 


A  majority  of  the  Ward  Delegates  elected  by  the  Whigs  in  the  last  summer  to  select 
candidates  for  the  coming  election,  deemed  it  fit  to  make  their  selection  for  the  City 
Councils,  in  such  a  manner  as  in  case  of  success  will  secure  a  majority  in  both  Coun¬ 
cils  in  favour  of  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail-road.  Without 
any  instructions  to  this  effect  from  the  people  who  were  their  constituents,  without  any 
previous  general  notice  that  the  Ward  elections  for  Delegates  were  to  turn  upon  this 
distinction,  and  in  departure  from  the  purpose  of  their  appointment,  which  was  to  select 
;andidates  possessing  general  fitness  as  representatives  of  a  political  party,  and  as  guar- 
lians  of  the  City  interests,  they  have  rejected  and  selected  with  an  exclusive  view  to  a 
.articular  local  measure.  As  far  as  party  organization  can  attain  this  end,  they  have 
bus  closed  the  door  against  a  free  expression  by  the  people  upon  this  momentous  sub¬ 
let,  and  against  the  election  of  any  other  Councils,  than  such  as  by  prearrangement 
dll  cast  a  majority  of  votes  in  favour  of  this  subscription;  and  if  the  candidates  thus 

Silected  by  the  Whig  Delegates  shall  receive  the  votes  of  all  who  usuallylvole  with  this 
arty,  and  the  party  shall  have  its  usual  success,  the  subscription,  we  have  no  doubt, 
■rill  be  authorized  by  an  Ordinance,  whether  the  City  have  lawful  authority  to  make  it 
01  not,  or  whatever  may  be  the  consequences  of  such  a  vote. 

I  ’ibis  state  of  things,  in  conformity,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  with  no  precedent  except 
I  that  of  a  Convention  which  prescribed  particular  measures  as  the  policy  of  their  candi- 
I  date  for  the  Presidency,  offers  to  such  of  the  citizens  as  are  opposed  to  a  subscription 
by  the  City,  the  alternative  of  either  assisting  by  their  votes  a  measure  which  they  most 
I  heartily  disapprove,  or  of  exercising  their  own  freedom  in  the  choice  of  candidates, 
I  without  regard  to  the  selection  by  the  Conferees.  In  ordinary  cases  we  should  prefer 
I  conformity  to  the  Conferee  selections.  In  a  case  like  the  present,  such  of  us  as  have 
I  subscribed  this  paper  do  not  hesitate  to  use  our  own  freedom,  in  so  voting,  as  if  possible 
I  to  defeat  the  purpose  intended ;  and  we  recommend  to  our  fellow  citizens  generally  to 
do  so,  for  the  reasons  which  we  shall  respectfully  set  forth  in  this  paper.  We  have  less 
reluctance  in  pursuing  this  course,  because  the  advocates  of  a  subscription  by  the  City 
have  already  led  the  way  in  a  deviation  from  party  organization,  as  is  seen  by  their 
Address  now  before  the  public. 

!We  live  within  the  limits  of  an  incorporated  district,  the  name  of  which,  through 
favour  and  the  usage  of  non-residents,  has  come  to  be  applied  for  many  purposes  to  the 
ent*re  mass  of  houses,  people  and  business,  in  all  the  incorporated  districts  of  the  City 

iand  County  of  Philadelphia.  The  title  by  which  we  address  you  is  not  intended  to 
^prebend  any  such  indefinite  body.  Misconceptions  and  futile  arguments  enough 
I  leaped  detection  through  inadvertence  to  this  double  application  of  our  City 
tJnme,  and  we  do  not  mean  to  add  to  the  number  that  may  continue  to  spring  from  the 
cause.  We  address  you  as  inhabitants  of  that  incorporated  City  which  lies  be¬ 
tween  Vine  street  on  the  north,  and  Cedar  street  on  the  south,  and  between  the  rivers 
k'aware  and  Schuylkill  as  they  bound  the  space  that  lies  within  the  same  streets;  and 
"’hen  we  use  the  name  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  this  paper,  we  must  be  understood 
| mean  the  incorporated  City  within  these  boundaries,  and  nothing  more. 

Our  address  will  not  advert  to  a  single  topic  of  politics ,  as  that  word  is  commonly 
to'derstood.  If  it  did,  we  might  doubt  whether  we  should  obtain  either  favour  or  a 
earinjr,  unless  we  assumed  a  party  name,  and  spoke  under  a  party  banner,  and  with 
1  p  countenance  of  party  organization.  In  this  appeal  we  disclaim  names  and  banners 
°l'nny  hind,  and  do  not  possess  or  ask  the  countenance  of  any  such  oiganizalion.  We 
ad(lrcSs  you  as  the  owners  of  property,  real  or  personal,  within  the  City,  and  as  persons 
Hjeavouring  to  acquire  it  there  by  your  industry,  and  therefore  interested  in  both  the 
jf^nt  and  future  security  and  enjoyment  of  this  interest.  We  undervalue  none  of  the 
J>ts  of  any  of  our  fellow  citizens,  nor  do  we  place  rights  of  property  in  a  hi0hei  scale 
lhan  rights  of  persons-by  no  means  in  so  high  a  scale.  But  rights  of  persons  are  not 
J1  Present  in  any  manifest  danger,  and  we  think  rights  of  property  are;  ond  it  is  there- 
0re<  and  only  therefore,  that  we  address  you  in  your  relation  to  property,  and  to  the 
Requisition  of  it.  We  ask  your  candid  attention  to  what  we  shall  offer  you  in  this  cha- 
pC*er,  and  we  have  a  reasonable  hope  that  we  shall  obtain  it. 

At  |he  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  an  act  was  passed  to  incorporate 


the  Pennsylvania  Rail-road,  a  Rail-road  to  be  made  from  Harrisburg  to  Pittsburg,  at  a 
cost  estimated  in  the  authorized  amount  of  capital,  at  from  seven  to  ten  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars.  We  do  not  mean  to  say  a  word  as  to  what  will  probably  be  the  cost  of  such  a 
work.  Judging  by  past  experience  in  Pennsylvania,  we  think  that  probabilities  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  cost  of  rail-roads  and  canals  are  so  imperfectly  estimated  among  us,  as  to 
make  our  use  of  the  word  in  this  relation  very  questionable.  The  better  word,  we 
think,  is  uncertainty.  The  question  of  cost  is  full  of  uncertainty;  and  the  most  certain 
proposition  on  the  subject  is,  that  the  highest  estimate  will  fall  short  the  least.  The 
seven  or  ten  millions  of  capital  which  the  act  authorizes,  are,  however,  large  enough 
for  our  present  purpose. 

The  charter  is  pretty  much  in  the  usual  form,  and  authorizes  the  formation  of  capital 
by  subscription  for  shares  in  the  usual  way.  By  those  who  especially  promote  its  ob¬ 
ject,  the  work  is  declared  to  be  of  the  highest  interest  to  every  owner  of  property  in  this 
community,  to  be  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  its  trade  with  the  western  coun¬ 
try,  and  its  promise  ultimately  a  rich  return  in  dividends  to  all  who  shall  subscribe  to 
it;  and  if  these  propositions  are  true,  or  even  probable,  there  never  was  a  fairer  case 
upon  which  to  make  a  calm,  considerate,  and  full  exposition  of  the  facts  to  individuals, 
nor  one  in  which  an  assured  faith  in  their  truth,  on  the  part  of  those  who  made  the  ex¬ 
position,  was  more  likely  to  obtain  the  individual  support  that  was  necessary  for  the 
work.  We  do  not  mean  to  admit  or  to  deny  the  truth  of  any  of  the  matters  above  de¬ 
clared  in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  this  Road,  its  advantages  to  the  community,  or  its 
ultimate  profit  to  the  stockholders.  These  are  not  for  us  the  questions  to  be  considered. 
We  should  have  been  happy  to  see  the  project  of  this  Rail-road  treated,  by  those  who 
were  its  patrons,  in  the  way  in  which  such  things  must  always  be  treated,  to  insure 
acceptance  with  the  men  who,  in  all  their  respective  stations,  are  looked  to  as  guides  in 
the  investment  of  property,  either  for  present  or  for  future  profit.  We  should  have  been 
glad  to  have  seen  the  cost  of  its  perfect  execution  fairly  and  fully  estimated  and  stated, 
with  an  ample  allowance  for  all  contingencies,  that  all  men  in  the  community  might 
know  the  weight  that  they  were  called  upon  to  bear  in  its  behalf.  We  should  have 
been  happy  to  have  seen  explained,  the  result  of  the  work  upon  all  the  great  interests  of 
this  entire  county — the  city — the  districts,  northern  and  southern — the  merchants  and 
traders— the  manufacturers  and  mechanics— the  householders— the  owners  of  securities 
of  every  kind— the  loss  that  was  to  be  suffered  by  these  interests,  or  some  of  them,  if 
the  road  should  not  be  made— the  gain,  future  or  present,  probable  or  certain,  direct  or 
indirect,  if  it  should  be  made.  We  should  have  been  happy  to  see  the  faith  of  such  as 
made  these  expositions,  proved  by  the  part  they  took  in  assuming  a  corresponding  por¬ 
tion  of  the  outlay.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  all  this  had  been  done,  or 
even  any  considerable  part  of  it,  and  if  the  great  interests  that  are  said  to  be  concerned 
had  been  seen  in  motion,  the  western  trader  to  contribute  a  fair  part  of  his  large  capital 
where  all  his  trade  was  said  to  be  in  jeopardy,  the  owners  of  stores  and  warehouses  to 
pledge  a  portion  of  them  to  augment  their  future  rents,  when  their  being  rentable  at  all 
was  In  peril,  and  all  who  joined  in  these  statements  backing  them  by  their  personal 
subscriptions,  as  if  they  held  them  for  certain— then  we  say  with  all  confidence,  that  as 
interest  of  all  kinds  was  said  to  be  involved  in  the  measure,  the  eagle  eye  of  the  leading 
men  in  each  interest,  if  there  was  truth,  even  probable  truth,  in  the  statements,  would 
have  seen  it,  others  would  have  followed  them,  and  the  work  would  have  been  done- 
done,  as  it  ought  to  be,  by  the  subscriptions  of  those  who  found  their  interest  in  it,  with¬ 
out  any  necessity  for  dragooning  or  vilifying  those  who  did  not. 

A 11,  or  even  a  part  of  this,  we  should  have  been  happy  to  see  at  the  outset  of  the  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  and  happy  upon  these  principles,  according  to  the  measure  of  our 
confidence  and  means,  to  cooperate.  Such  a  work  was  not  to  be  carried  into  effect  in 
a  moment,  or  by  a  word,  or  by  a  speech  at  a  town  meeting,  or  through  party  impulses. 
For  such  a  purpose,  these  have  been  ofien  tried,  and  have  never  succeeded.  Slower 
steps,  and  many  of  them,  were  necessary  to  go  through  the  long  day’s  marches  that  lie 
between  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  a  Rail-road,  to  cost  at  least  ten  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars.  But  if  the  Road  is  what  it  is  declared  to  be,  slower  steps  would  have  been  effec¬ 
tual,  and  even  if  self-interest  had  linked  before  the  march  was  done,  the  love  of  oar 
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town,  and  the  desire  lo  see  it  grow  and  prosper,  might  have  been  relied  upon  to  carry 
the  thins  to  its  journey's  end. 

lint  we  appeal  to  you,  has  any  thing  been  seen  a|  all  the  measures  that  were  ne«s- 
„ary  to  enlist  individuals  in  this  workl  We  confidently  say,  nothing  at  all,  no  In  g 
that  could  enlist  the  confidence  of  any  man;  but  ia  their  place  we  have  seen  at  the 
very  outset,  before  the  books  were  opened  or  n  share  taken,  or  an  attempt  made  to  en- 
lichen  the  public,  the  whole  question  was  taken  away  from  the  umpirage  of  individual 
reason  and  interest  and  brought  under  the  control  of  a  town  meeting;  and  before  even 
this  meeting  had  closed  its  functions,  the  fatal  suggestion  was  made-fatal  to  general 
harmony  as  it  was  to  the  expectation,  and  1ms  proved  to  he  in  regard  to  the  fact,  of 
individual  subscriptions— that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  City  to  make  the  Road.  This  was 
the  substance,  tendency  and  effect,  of  the  operation  by  town  meeting;  and  from  the 
moment  that  a  town  meeting,  and  the  excitement  of  masses,  were  resorted  to  as  the 
agents,  from  that  moment  every  other  agency  because  supine. 

The  progress  of  private  subscription,  it  is  understood,  lias  proved  to  be  inconsidera¬ 
ble,  when  compared  with  the  demands  of  the  charter;  and  this  was  the  natural  conse¬ 
quence  of  wlmt  had  taken  place.  The  Commissioners  adjourned  their  Inst  meeting  in 
September,  to  a  day  beyond  the  coming  election,  because,  it  may  be  presumed,  private 
subscription  had  ceased  to  come  in.  The  interference  of  the  new  Councils  lias  become 
the  principal,  if  not  the  finnl  hope  of  the  Railroad;  and  after  merchants,  traders, 
manufacturers,  mechanics,  householders,  lot  owncrj,  and  proprietors  of  every  kind,  in 
i lie  City,  in  the  Districts,  and  in  the  State  nt  large,  have  proved  either  so  blind  or  so 
true  to  their  own  interests,  ns  not  to  have  subscribe  enough  to  secure  the  charter,  the 
Whig  list  of  candidates  for  the  Councils  has  been  ferned  by  the  Conferees  precisely  in^ 
Wat  manner,  llmt  will  compel  every  owner  of  realms ulo  in  the  City  to  subscribe  to  the 
Uoad,  whatever  may  he  his  view,  either  of  his  own  interests  or  of  the  interest  of  the 
Corporation.  A  voluntary  subscription  has  failed.  It  never  was  resorted  to  in  the 
temper,  spirit  and  manner,  through  which  alone  it  could  be  obtained.  From  the  very  I 
outset,  all  tlio  calculations  of  profit,  and  all  the  suggestions  of  personal  interest  put  forth 
by  the  friends  nnd  patrons  of  the  Road,  were  completely  and  fatally  discredited  by  their 
own  course  in  resorting  to  the  City;  nnd  it  has  now  come  to  he  the  nearly  universal 
feeling,  that  if  the  City  docs  not  make  it,  the  Road  will  not  he  made;  and  that  if  the 
City  does  mako  it,  it  will  only  ho  made  by  her  because  the  sacrifice  of  private  capital  to 
make  it  will  ho  so  much  beyond  the  value  to  the  subscribers,  that  men  acting  with  the 
instincts  which  govern  all  trades  and  the  investments  of  all  properly  for  their  own  ac¬ 
count,  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

The  Rail-road  itself  is  no  object  of  aversion  to  any  of  us— for  from  it.  We  should 
he  glad  to  see  it  made  by  those  who  seo  their  interest  in  it,  for  then  we  should  be  mo- 
rally  sure  that  it  would  he  worth  the  expenditure;  hut  wo  confess  our  doubts,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  doubts  which  are  practically  manifested  by  those  who  say  the  Road  i; 
indispensable  to  till  City.  We  confess  our  doubts,  wising  from  tifits  cause,  whether 
tlie  Rond  is  so  important  to  any  interest  ns  it  lias  been  declared  to  bo;  and  we  enter 
tain  a  perfect  conviction,  that  if  by  the  interest  of  the  City  |s  mMm  u’c  inlercst 
Corporation  of  tho  City,  or  the  interest  of  the  owners  of  properly  in  the  Cit  ■  tint  ' 
far  is  the  declaration  from  being  true,  that  it  is  directly  opposed  to  the  Irulli'.'  o"!]80 
point  we  ask  your  attention  to  tho  following  suggestions. 

There  is  ono  proposition  connected  with  this  subject,  the  truth  of  which  h 
lieve,  never  been  questioned;  that  is  to  sny,  that  if  the  City  shall  sub'  •k’  T 
number  of  shores  proposed,  private  subscriptions  will  cease  altogether "l  !i  V-'0 
must  Inlte  the  burden  ortho  whole  Rail-rood  upon  horeclr.  b  ’  M  tl,e  Clty 

There  is  another,  which  wo  think  Equally  clear,  llmt  sl10  mus[  rajsc  . 
loans,  if  she  can,  and  must  pay  the  interest  by  taxis,  if  8|,e  "s 


nts  from 


money  by 

disposable  resources.  No  financiering  will  relieve  the  proDeriv'w'.i  7  '!“*  otlwr 
this  burden.  |  P  Wf  the  inhabitant, 

There  is  a  third,  that  all  experience  in  Pennsylvania  shows  to  be  n  t 
the  others.  That  for  years  and  years  to  conic,  nnd  for  a  period  whicl!  ^  °*' 

to  measure,  this  burden  of  taxes  must  continue.  There  is  not 
tills  kind  in  the  Stoto,  whether  public  or  privntc,  that  !„ings  ,™.  ”'“s,ve  *>rk  of 
holders.  You  may  look  around  this  City  in  every  direction  I,i"i'  "  '  '°  its  Slocl:' 
have  been  projected  nnd  carried  on  in  the  same  spirit  whicl,  now  ”'i  "r0”'ls  ”"<l  c'umls 
tills  time  is  that  the  slocks  or  most  or  the  private  companies  ™'a'  "ni1  ",c  ™d 
brokers’  exchange,  ns  or  no  commercial  value;  tliil even  their ,  "S”PF",c,i  (Vo"'  the 
below  par,  except  in  some  solitary  instances,  und  that  w  p„  ““  “re  far’  'cry  far, 
on  the  loans  contracted  by  the  Slate  to  make  such  of  (  10  ll”:  interest 

.halt  continue  to  pay  it,  as  long  as  the  public  faith  .hall  wd  J p*  ESS  "'“1 
when  the  dawn  is  to  break  upon  the  long  night  which  ]KS  ,  .  \  ,in>'  Person  tell 

companies  mid  works'  There  have  always  been  Wgumen  W  n,osl  °f 
agonist  any  suet,  occurrences  as  have  happened ;  to;  the  J ’  VCr-v  Sood  °rgume„ts 

oc.urrenees  are  before 


eyes,  and  unless  we  shut  them,  and  keep  them  shut,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  see 
them  in  every  direction;  and  unless  men  are  willing  to  he  cheated,  and  even  desirti 
of  being  cheated,  they  will  take  no  argument  whatever  against  such  experience. 

There  is  another  proposition  which  has  great  probability  on  its  side,  though  it  ma\ 
not  be  so  evident  as  the  others,  namely,  that  in  proportion  as  any  dividends  from  a 
successful  Rail-road  shall  meet  a  part  of  the  interest  on  the  City  Loans,  we  may  look 
for  a  diminution  of  receipts  upon  a  long  line  of  the  public  works  and  increased  State 
taxation  to  meet  it.  What  we  may  cease  paying  in  part  to  the  City,  we  shall  pay  to 
the  State. 

These  taxes,  fellow  citizens,  are  to  fall  upon  what?  Upon  any  new  property  within 
the  City,  which  the  Rail-road  is  to  create  ?  Upon  an  increased  capital  of  the  trader, 
manufacturer  and  mechanic  within  her  limits?  Upon  an  increased  value  of  her  houses 
and  lots?  Not  at  all,  or  if  at  all,  only  in  a  most  inconsiderable  degree. 

When  the  advocates  of  this  subscription  say  that  the  Rail-road  will  produce  an  in¬ 
crease  of  taxable  capital  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  corresponding  to  the  interest  on  the 
increased  debt,  they  use  an  ambiguous  name  which  must  be  reduced  to  certainty,  be¬ 
fore  we  can  reason  with  them.  If  they  mean  an  increase  of  capital,  or  a  profit  to  the 
whole  commercial  City,  including  all  the  districts,  their  allegation  does  not  meet  our 
objection.  Our  concern  is  in  the  corporate  City  ;  and  the  corporate  City  can  derive  noi 
profit  and  no  taxes  from  any  thing  beyond  its  limits.  The  increase,  to  be  of  any  value! 
in  ihe  argument,  must  he  within  its  limits. 

Now  what  is  the  probable  increase  of  houses  and  stores,  or  in  their  value,  within 
those  limits,  which  the  Rail-road  is  to  set  ofT  in  aid  of  the  tax  paid? 

In  which  direction,  let  us  ask,  is  the  progress  of  buildings  and  improvomonta  nt  tK-l 
present  time,  under  the  influence  of  existing  public  improvements?  Let  any  man  take  a 
walk  round  our  City,  and  his  eyes  will  see  progress  in  the  north,  the  north-east,  and 
north-west,  aod  very  little  elsewhere.  This  is  the  destiny  of  things  not  to  be  arrestee’ 
and  the  Railroad  is  to  accelerate  it.  The  great  future  growth  is  to  be  in  those  direc¬ 
tions,  and  no!  within  the  limits  of  the  City.  For  purposes  of  transportation  to  the  vest, 
the  whole  rivej*  front  may  be  employed,  as  well  as  that  within  the  City;  and  to  receive 
the  trade  from  the  west,  it  must  happen  in  this  case  as  it  universally  happens,  that 
buildings  of  every  kind  will  stretch  out  towards  the  country  to  meet  the  productions 
kick  are  coming  in. 

The  true  interest,  qnd  the  necessary  policy  of  the  City  is  to  reduce  her  taxes  as  low 
as  she  can,  to  make  them,  if  possible,  lower  than  those  in  the  northern  districts,  to 
counteract  the  advantage  of  position  which  these  districts  enjoy  over  her  western  front, 
forever  lost  to  the  purposes  of  trade,  as  much  as  Moyamensing,  and  destined  to  be  the 
residence,  not  of  traders,  but  of  persons  of  easy  fortune,  and  of  moderate  income,  and 
possibly  of  some  manufactories,  if  the  weight  of  taxes  does  not  drive  them  away.  We 
say  with  confidence,  that  every  dollar  of  tax  which  the  Rail-road  debt  shall  bring  upon 
the  City,  is  a  premium  upon  residence  and  improvement  in  these  districts,  and  therefore 
injury  to  the  City.  It  is  a  premium  for  deserting  the  City  west  of  Broad  Street,  the 
only  material  space  now  remaining  to  be  built  upon.  The  tax  will  be  avoided,  and 
equal  or  greater  convenience  in  residence  obtained  by  going  north.  A  Rail-road  tax 
upon  the  City  must  have  the  double  effect  to  discourage  investments  in  the  City,  and  to 
increase  them  in  the  districts,  to  increase  the  value  of  property  elsewhere,  and  to  dinu- 
n,sh  il  01  h°rne.  We  have  no  faith  in  the  golden  dream  of  so  many  that  the  reDts  of 
Market  Street,  and  Front  Street,  and  Water  Street,  are  to  advance  until  the  value  of 
the  freehold  capital  shall  be  doubled.  Front  Street  and  Water  Street  ore  very  l°nS 
streets  in  their  course,  if  not  in  their  name,  and  the  longest  part  of  them  is  not  in  d* 
c»y;  and  there  are  Market  Streets,  or  what  are  of  the  same  location,  in  more  than  one 
°l  the  districts,  and  this  Rail-road,  if  made  itself,  must  naturally  tend  to  make  them 
also.  But  if  Front  Street,  and  Market  Street,  and  Water  Street,  are  to  prosper  by 
Rond,  that  should  be  a  motive  with  the  proprietors  on  these  streets  to  make  it,  and  the)’ 
are  must  abundantly  able  to  do  it.  But  what  comfort  will  the  Road  prove  to  the  own- 
er*  of  the  Schuylkill  front  if  their  property  is  kept  out  of  the  market  by  the  super'0 
advantages  of  untaxed  lots  near  to  the  Road;  and  what  will  it  avail  to  the  dwell"1* 
’ouse  owners,  to  the  thousands  of  such  owners,  that  the  property  on  Market  Str * - 
?  Front  Street,  and  Water  Street,  becomes  greatly  augmented  in  value,  if  J*  °* 
ouses  are  encumbered  with  a  heavy  tax  for  their  benefit?  We  would,  however,  °a 
‘°“  °Ur  fellw  ci,izens  aSainsl  the  fond  belief  that  this  City,  this  City,  is  to 
arts  or  the  public  improvements,  with  an  increasing  weight  of  taxes  from  wh«°h» 
«n>  districts  arc  free.  She  may  hold  her  own  hv  th,  nf  hnhit.  and  of  _ 


SS  ,  /*  -  may  hold  her  own  by the  force  of  habit,  am 

wac  I  "'i'"3’  f  exce"ence  of  l,cr  Prcse"'  ™=rnhnnta,  traders,  and  P®P“b" 
fair  !  l’  y  “  red“Clio“  0f,“xea’  but  lhe  Camel’s  back  was  broken  by  ' 

,  ’  d,“  10  mMt  on  imc"*<  of  from  three  to  five  hundred  thousand  *>»«* 
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1  h  )  must  be  reduced  and  not  increased.  Over  the  taxes  imposed  . 


[  3 

Elate  and  County,  she  has  no  control,  and  her  people  must  endure  them;  but  let  her  not 
Lrt  with  that  over  which  she  has  control.  Strict  economy,  retrenchment  of  expenses, 
reduction  of  taxes,  to  every  extent  within  her  power,  one  and  all  of  them,  are  indispen¬ 
sable  to  her  safety,  to  counteract  the  effect  of  causes  that  are  daily  and  hourly  putting 
the  districts  above  her.  It  is  felt,  and  justly  felt,  to  be  hard  that  the  western  trade, 
which  is  the  Golden  Fleece  this  Rail-road  is  to  obtain  for  our  traders,  even  if  every 
dollar  of  it  comes  into  the  City,  will  not  pay  one  dollar  of  taxation  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  Road.  The  trade  is  not  expected  to  be  taxed;  practicably  it  cannot  be  taxed; 
it  eludes  State  taxation  at  this  present  time,  when  there  is  a  clear  and  positive  law  to 
tax  it ,  and  the  State  does  not  get  a  dollar  from  it.  The  tax  must  fall  on  that  on 
which  the  present  taxes  fall;  and  if  any  one  thinks  they  are  not  heavy  enough  at  pre¬ 
sent,  we  cannot  object  to  his  voting  for  those  who  will  vote  to  increase  them. 

The  taxes  then,  Fellow  Citizens,  which  this  Rail-road  is  to  necessitate,  are  not  to  fhll 
upon  new  houses  and  stores  within  the  City,  which  are  to  be  built  up  in  consequence 
of  it, — nor  upon  the  increased  capital  of  the  trader — nor  upon  the  increased  value  of 
existing  houses  and  stores.  They  are  to  fall  upon  the  property  now  existing,  and  in 
our  judgment  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  great  mass  of  that  property,  and  to  raise 

Ithe  value  of  like  property  in  the  Districts.  It  is  this  general  proposition  that  we  ask 
you  to  consider.  There  may  be,  and  if  the  road  should  prove  successful,  there  proba¬ 
bly  will  be,  exceptions  in  favour  of  certain  descriptions  of  property  in  the  City.  But 
the  proposition  we  hold  to  be  generally  true;  and  we  had  vastly  rather,  as  citizens  of 
this  City,  take  the  hazard  of  losing  the  western  trade,  if  it  is  to  be  lost,  of  which  we 
have  little  fear,  than  incur  the  momentous  responsibility  of  burdening  the  City  with  a 
i-tsx  to  make  the  Road,  with  the  probable  consequences  which  are  before  us.  We  wash 
f  our  hauds  of  it,  as  we  hope  you  will  do. 

I  There  are  many  other  objections  to  this  scheme  of  compelling  the  Corporation  to 
kbuild  the  Rail-road,  which  we  can  only  name,  without  explaining  and  enforcing  them ; 
Ft'ne  extreme  rashness  of  embarking  the  City  in  such  a  project  upon  her  mere  credit ,  for 
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she  has  no  disposable  property  to  pay  her  subscription  without  borrowing;  the  jealous\ 
which  is  certain  to  be  entertained  of  her  by  the  Country  and  by  the  Legislature  if  she 
successfully  controls  such  a  work,  where  there  exists  quite  enough  of  that  feeling  al¬ 
ready  ;  the  fierce  contentions  of  party  within  her  limits  for  the  control  of  all  the  con¬ 
tracts,  appointments  and  emoluments,  that  are  to  grow  out  of  the  Road ;  the  defects  of 
the  Rail-road  charter,  which  give  the  Company  no  security  whatever  for  the  enjoyment 
of  the  Columbia  Rail-road  upon  equal  terms  with  those  who  use  the  State  works,  nor 
for  consulting  the  interest  or  convenience  of  the  Company  in  the  use  of  it,  and  which 
contains  no  authority  to  the  Company  to  make  a  road  between  Harrisburg  and  Philn- 
delphia  for  its  own  use,  while,  in  a  certain  event,  it  is  careful  to  give  that  right  from 
Harrisburg  to  Lancaster;  the  defective  management  that  must  arise  under  the  directors 
and  agents  of  a  municipal  legislature,  of  annual  election,  of  occasional  attendance,  of 
imperfect  experience,  distant  from  the  scene,  and  expending  from  the  City  puree  and 
not  from  their  own;  these,  and  other  objections,  fill  us  with  the  deepest  apprehension. 
We  say  nothing  about  the  want  of  legal  authority  in  the  Councils  to  enter  upon,  or  the 
want  of  adequate  credit  in  the  City  to  carry  through  this  immense  scheme :  these  are 
to  be  settled  hereafier,  and  by  other  persons;  but  our  own  judgments  are  convinced, 
that  however  adequate  the  power  of  the  one,  or  the  credit  of  the  other,  the  result  must 
be  highly  injurious  to  us,  as  well  as  to  most  of  you;  and,  therefore,  we  have  taken  the 
liberty,  with  all  respect,  to  make  this  communication  to  you.  The  candidates  we  have 
determined  to  cast  our  votes  for  are  named  on  the  bottom  of  this  page ;  they  are  taken 
from  the  list  of  candidates  presented  by  the  different  parties,  Whig,  Democratic,  and 
Native  American,  and  we  recommend  them  to  you  upon  the  question  of  subscription  by 
the  City,  as  more  worthy  of  youjsupport  than  those  of  the  opposite  opinion,  whom  we 
have  excluded  from  our  list.  If  this,  the  only  possible  mode  of  redressing  or  attempting 
to  redress  the  evil,  shall  succeed,  we  shall  heartily  rejoice;  if  it  fails,  we  shall  have 
endeavoured  to  do  our  duty,  and  must  be  contented  with  this  as  our  reward. 


HORACE  B1NNEY, 
CHARLES  CHAUNCEY, 
RICHARD  WILLING, 

JOHN  A.  BROWN, 

ROBERT  HARE, 

WILLIAM  SHORT,  4 
WM.  E.  HORNER,  M.D.  & 
ROBERT  H.  CALDCLEUGH, 
QUINTIN  CAMPBELL, 

ELI  HU  CHAUNCEY,  o 
THOMAS  H.  WHITE, 

JAMES  ROBERTSON, 
SAMUEL  DAVIS, 

WM.  D.  LEWIS, 

WM.  HARRIS,  M.D. 
THOMAS  WILLIAMSON, 
DILLWYN  PARRISH, 

WM.  B.  FLING, 

WM.  MORRISON, 

JACOB  G.  MORRIS,  £ 
BENJAMIN  DAVIDS, 

JOHN  S.  RIDDLE,  ^ 

JOHN  WM.  WALLACE, 


Philadelphia ,  October  8th,  1846. 


HENRY  PAUL  BECK, 
JAMES  W.  PAUL, 

S.  W.  THACKARA, 

JOHN  F.  FRASER, 

JAMES  WEST, 

HENRY  CHESTER,  B 
CHARLES  II.  BAKER, 
HENRY  J.  BOLLER, 
GEORGE  RUNDLE, 

WM.  CARPENTER, 
CHARLES  F.  BECK, 

G.  ROBERTS  SMITH, 

BENJ.  TILGHMAN, 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 

J.  F.  FENIMORE, 

THOS.  C.  ROCKFIILL,  Jr.-^ 
F.  MORTIMER  LEWIS, 
THOMAS  M‘EWEN, 
GEORGE  W.  SMITH, 
ALEX.  HENRY,  Jr. 

WM.  G.  COCHRAN, 

C.  HENRY  FISHER, 

JOHN  COOKE, 


EDWARD  PEACE, 

R.  HARE  POWEL, 

•  HENRY  CRAMOND, 

•  JOHN  BOHLEN,  Jr. 

CLARK  HARE, 

JAMES  MARKOE, 

V.  L.  GODON, 

G.  GARESCHfi, 

JOHN  S.  YARDLEY, 
ALEXANDER  ELMSLIE, 

R.  C.  M‘MURTRIE, 

GEO.  W.  BIDDLE, 
.THEODORE  CUYLER, 

R.  M‘MULLIN, 

P.  R.  HOWARD, 

•  W.  HEYWARD  DRAYTON, 

•  W.  W.  TILGHMAN, 

•  H.  B.  WALLACE,  & 

•  SIDNEY  G.  FISHER, 
GEORGE  STEWARDSON, 
CHARLES  WOODWARD, 
GEORGE  THOMAS, 

B.  P-  HUTCHINSON, 
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